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of it all? ‘‘He’d go, ‘Dang, golly,’’’ says Trav-
is Belcher, his best friend. ‘‘He wouldn’t be-
lieve it, but he’d be pretty proud.’’
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POSTHUMOUS TRIBUTE TO 
EUGENE MARTINYAK 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, recently I lost 
an inspirational family member, and with sad-
ness, I pay my uncle, Eugene Martinyak, a 
posthumous tribute today. 

Eugene truly lived the American Dream. 
Born to Polish and Ukrainian immigrants in 
1936, he served our Nation in the United 
States Army from 1954–1957. Starting from 
virtually nothing, Eugene supported his family 
of four children while working full time attend-
ing college. 

As a professional, Eugene helped develop 
computer systems for the Chrysler Automotive 
Corporation. In doing so, Eugene fulfilled a 
promise to his children: gave them more than 
he ever had. 

Thus, on behalf of us all, I extend my deep-
est condolences to his wife Carol and his en-
tire family for their loss.
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CHANGE OF COMMAND FOR THE 
USS ‘‘JOHN F. KENNEDY’’ (CV–67) 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Captain Ronald H. Henderson, Jr, 
Commander of the USS John F. Kennedy 
(CV–67). As he prepares to move on to a new 
challenge, I would like to thank him for all that 
he has done as the Commander of Mayport’s 
aircraft carrier, the USS John F. Kennedy. His 
passion for the Navy and its sailors has been 
evident through his leadership during the un-
precedented and extensive maintenance over-
haul that was accomplished here at Mayport. 
It was his management, skill, and persona that 
brought to a successful completion the largest 
overall ever attempted outside of a Naval 
Shipyard. He epitomizes the dedicated military 
patriot. 

As the Navy moves into the 21st Century, it 
will take innovative and effective leadership to 
make this service truly transformational. Lead-
ers who possess these characteristics are 
what makes our Navy the greatest in the 
world. Under his command, both in war and in 
peace, he inspired his crew to rise to all chal-
lenges. Thanks to his guidance, ‘‘Jack is 
back.’’ 

Here in the community he should be com-
mended for reaching out to our citizens and 
inviting them to go aboard the Kennedy and 
share a glimpse of life at sea. Civilians, in 
record numbers, were afforded opportunities 
to experience firsthand the pride that the crew 
and the Navy has in our beloved carrier. Jack-
sonville has been enriched by his service. 

It has been my honor and pleasure to work 
with him these past two years. Jacksonville 
will miss you, but I know he will continue to 

lead the Navy in whatever new job he is as-
signed. I wish him luck in his new assignment 
and well-deserved promotion, and best wishes 
to his family, Kathryn and Alexander. I hope 
when it is time for retirement, he will think 
about returning to Jacksonville.
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WOMEN INSPIRING HOPE AND 
POSSIBILITY 

HON. HEATHER WILSON 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
in honor of Women’s History Month, I asked 
New Mexicans to send me nominations of 
women in New Mexico who have given special 
service to our community, but may have never 
received recognition for their good deeds. 

On Friday, March 19, 2004, I had the honor 
and privilege of recognizing forty-one worthy 
nominations describing sacrifices and contribu-
tions these women have made for our commu-
nity. The people who nominated the women 
describe the dedication they have witnessed: 
volunteer hours for veterans services, service 
on non-profit boards, homeless programs, 
mentors for young women, healthcare pro-
viders going above the call of duty, child advo-
cates, volunteers at churches and syna-
gogues, successful business women, wives, 
mothers and friends. 

Allow me to share information about this 
year’s nominees: 

Charlotte Anderson—Charlotte is a person 
who goes out of her way every single day to 
help others. She works through her church, 
community, and through her job at Jiffy Lube 
to make other peoples lives easier, and 
happier. 

Sandra Begay-Campbell—Sandra’s work 
with Native American tribes truly inspires hope 
for improving conditions and providing new 
possibilities through technology for Native 
Americans and others in rural areas. As a 
member of the Navajo Nation, she serves as 
a cultural interpreter to both Sandia and the 
Navajo Nation. 

Jo Ann Clements—Jo Ann served as Presi-
dent of the City Council for Beta Sigma Phi in 
Albuquerque and Rio Rancho. Her tireless ef-
forts earned her Beta Sigma Phi’s top honor 
as ‘‘Woman of the Year.’’ She also served on 
this year’s ‘‘Women on the Move’’ committee 
for the YWCA, where she encouraged nomi-
nations, sold sponsorships and ads, and did 
whatever she could to make the event suc-
cessful. 

Sandy Cody—Sandy is owner of Resources 
for Excellence, a small, woman-owned busi-
ness. Sandy generously donates her time and 
skills to non-profit agencies like Alzheimer’s 
Association, Southeast Community Economic 
Alliance, and Goodwill Industries, to make life 
better for people in need and in risk. 

Rose Diaz—Rose is the 2004 President of 
the Oral History Association. She also served 
on the NAFTA Committee for Enterprise for 
the Americas Act and the Good Neighbor En-
vironmental Board. She is a former Executive 
Committee member of the Board of Directors 
of the National Council on Public History. 

Lori Dotson—Lori has dedicated her career 
to improving the quality of life within her com-
munity through protection of the environment, 

including serving as an Expert Witness to suc-
cessfully protect the groundwater supply in her 
community. Lori has designed and managed 
projects to clean contaminated groundwater 
and contaminated sites. She is also a key 
member of the organizing committee for the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation: Sandia Peak Chal-
lenge. 

Katherine Fishback—In 1945, Katherine 
opened the Fishback Studio of dance. 
Fishback served on several national dance or-
ganization faculties. She received a 50-year 
Life Achievement Award for her teaching ca-
reer from Dance Masters of America, Inc. 

Jessie Fitzgerald—Jessie was the first 
woman County Extension Agent in the United 
States. She served on the Lava Soil and 
Water Conservation District Board in Grants 
for many years before moving to the Albu-
querque area and joining the Ciudad Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 

Linda Gabaldon Ward Hersee—Linda is 
very active with Thunderbirds Little League. 
She serves as the Team Mom, Sponsor Direc-
tor. Linda is very active in the community and 
is always there to help. 

Aileen Gallegos—Aileen is a current Board 
Member at Ronald McDonald’s House; grad-
uate of Leadership Albuquerque; and active 
choir member at Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church. 

Verna Gurule—Verna is a fourth grade 
teacher at Alvarado Elementary School in the 
North Valley. Volunteers who work with her 
have witnessed her devotion to her class and 
her tireless efforts to give her students every 
opportunity to participate in an enriched cur-
riculum. 

Bonnie Herbert—A member of Assistance 
League of Albuquerque for 19 years, she be-
came President of the organization in 1998, 
and now is their National Director of Philan-
thropic Projects. 

Kitsie Hilaire—Kitsie has volunteered with 
the American Red Cross for over twenty 
years. Since her arrival to Albuquerque in 
1999, Kitsie has been instrumental in improv-
ing their community’s emergency response 
and preparedness skills. Kitsie is also a volun-
teer with the ‘‘Hearts Apart Program’’ on 
Kirtland Air Force Base. 

Michelle Holdren—Her community involve-
ment has her working with Youth At Risk, a 
mentoring program in the Rio Rancho Area, 
and Northside Civitans has her work with the 
youth at Youth/Diagnostic and Development 
Center, the Camino Nuevo Youth Center, and 
El Ranchitos Del Los Ninos. Michelle devotes 
a great deal of time to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, American Cancer Society, Alz-
heimer’s Association, and Project Share. 

Regina Lee Hunter—Regina has done much 
to make Sandia National Laboratories a better 
place to work for Sandians with handicaps. As 
a founding member of Sandia’s Disability 
Awareness Committee, she has worked to 
have specific handicapped parking marked 
and to have enforcement for the usage of 
these locations. 

Nobie Hurley—Nobie moved to Albuquerque 
in 1960. She was the Director of Volunteer 
Services for St. Joseph’s Hospital from 1976 
to 1997. Since retirement Nobie has been vol-
unteering her time at the Bernalillo County Re-
publican Party as well as the State Republican
Party. Nobie was recently asked by Arch-
bishop Sheehan to be on his advisory council 
for the National newspaper publication of ‘‘The 
people of God.’’ 
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